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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Australia Day is a time

to reflect, respect and
celebrate the stories

of those who help shape
our nation, our own stories
and those of the people
around us.

Each year, in cities around the country, Australians
mark our national day in a way that embraces
our history, but also reflects the Australia we aspire
to be: one that seeks unity and understanding.

For many, Australia Day begins with reflection
on the 65,000 years of continuous culture that
has existed on this land and the traditions
that have been passed down from generation
to generation.

Australia Day is a day for all citizens to celebrate
the stories, histories and contributions of those
who came before them and worked and fought
for values and freedoms we enjoy today.

Above all, Australia Day is a day that inspires
reflection and celebration of being part of a
proud, ancient and truly multicultural nation.

Australia Day 2023 saw unprecedented demand
for the National Australia Day Council's (NADC)
Australia Day Community Events Grants program.
In total, the NADC supported more than 700
events run by local councils and community
groups around the nation.

Applicants that collaborated with local Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander communities were
eligible this year to apply for an additional
amount of up to $10,000. This funding helped
foster stronger ties between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous communities in hundreds

of locations around Australia.

On the eve of Australia Day, the 2023 Australians
of the Year were named. | would again like

to congratulate four remarkable Australians—
Taryn Brumfitt, Tom Calma AO, Amar Singh and
Awer Mabil—for their incredible achievements.

I would also like to acknowledge the support

of the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet
for providing almost $9 million to deliver more
than 700 community events, and $5 million for
major events in Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide,
Perth, Canberra, Hobart and Darwin in 2023.

While the conversation about our national day
continues to evolve, Australia Day remains a
moment to embrace the entirety of our history
and celebrate all we have in common and
aspire to be.

Mark Fraser AO CVO
Chief Executive Officer
National Australia Day Council
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AUSTRALIA DAY 2023
OVERVIEW

The NADC's focus for Australia Day 2023 was
centered on encouraging Australians to gather
with friends, family and their community to
Reflect, Respect and Celebrate. To do this, the
NADC delivered:

— An $8.9 million Australia Day Community
Events Grants program supporting more than
700 community and council events around
the nation, including many with significant
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
involvement

A $5 million program of major events in
capital and major cities, including the
Australia Day live event in Sydney which was
broadcast around the nation live on ABC TV

The annual National Flag Raising and
Citizenship Ceremony on 26 January

Additional requirements for grant-funded
events to be accessible and inclusive

The Australia Day Ambassador program
The Australian of the Year Awards

The Australia Day Photography Competition

Communications
& Stakeholder
Engagement

Tools & resources
provided to 537 councils
and community groups

Aboriginal
& Torres Strait
Engagement

177 NADC grant-funded
events included activities

history oflooal indiganous. REFLECT.
people and celebrate RESPECT.
CELEBRATE.

WE'RE ALL PART
OF THE STORY

their culture

Australia Day
Ambassadors

Approximately 300
ambassadors attended
Australia Day events
around the nation

Major
Event Funding

Up to $5 million for
flagship Australia Day
events in capital cities

528,000 viewers of Australia
Day Live nationally from
Sydney on ABC TV
& iView
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12 REFLECT, RESPECT, CELEBRATE: AUSTR'ALIIA DAY 2023 REPO

The NADC's theme and central
message for Australia Day is Reflect,
Respect, Celebrate—we’re all part

of the story. Launched in 2020, this
message is delivered throughout
Australia Day activities, which
include hundreds of events held

in communities around the nation
on 26 January.

Australia Day is a day to reflect on The Story
of Australia. For some, Australia Day is a day
to express sadness and loss, for others it's

a day to reflect on what it means to live in

a free, inclusive and multicultural society.

On Australia Day, we celebrate being part of

a proud, ancient, multicultural nation that values
the contribution of each and every citizen—

an inclusive nation where we listen and respect
each other’s stories and aspirations.
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Photo: Tralee Cable

Photo: Shire of Cue
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Photo: Rob Lang Photography

Photo: City of Mount Gambier
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#australiaday
#reflectrespectce

2lebrate

Photo: Benalla Rural City

Photo: Wonthaggi Rotary
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Photo: Nadine Gray

Photo: North Burnett Regional Council
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Photo: Tori Etheridge
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Photo: Circular Head Council
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Photo: National Museum of Australia

Photo: Manar Ahmad
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AUSTRALIA DAY EVENTS

2023

Capital city events

These grants were offered to organisers of major
landmark events in each of the state and territory
capitals. Overall, $5 million was provided for
flagship Australia Day events.

The national Australia Day event, Australia Day
Live, was again hosted at Sydney Harbour and
broadcast live on ABC TV, including live crosses
to simultaneous events and activities around
Australia. The broadcast was viewed by

a peak audience of 528,000 on the evening

of 26 January.

All abilities

In a first for the NADC's annual community
grants and capital city event funding programs,
applicants this year were required to include
universal accessibility considerations as part

of their application for event funding.

Welcome to Country in the nation’s capital

Australia Day 2023 again began with a private
Welcome to Country ceremony at Nerang Pool,
Commonwealth Park, Canberra attended by the
Prime Minister, the Hon Anthony Albanese MP and
Governor-General, His Excellency General the
Honourable David Hurley, AC DSC (Retd).

Supported by the NADC and hosted by the United
Ngunnawal Elders Council, the event provided an
opportunity for the nation’s leaders to gather with
the traditional custodians of the land and share
a moment of reflection and respect.

ELEBRATE: AUSTRALIA DAY 2023 REPORT

National Citizenship and Flag
Raising Ceremony

The National Citizenship and Flag Raising
Ceremony was again broadcast live on ABC TV
from the Rond Terrace, on the shore of Lake Burley
Griffin in Canberra.

The ceremony included a reflection on Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander history and a focus on
continuous connection to country on the land
that is today the nation’s capital. Attended by the
Prime Minister, Governor-General and members
of the diplomatic corps, the event cuiminated
with a citizenship ceremony to welcome some

of our newest citizens and share their stories.

Australian of the Year Awards

The Australian of the Year Awards provide an
opportunity for Australians to Reflect, Respect
and Celebrate our nation'’s finest individuals and
highest achievers.

The 2023 Australians of the Year are:

« Taryn Brumfitt, Australian of the Year, from
South Australia

+  Tom Calma AQ, Senior Australian of the Year,
from the Australian Capital Territory

+ Awer Mabil, Young Australian of the Year,
from South Australia

« Amar Singh, Australia’s Local Hero, from
New South Wales.

The 2023 Australian of the Year broadcast was
viewed by a national live TV audience of 576,000.

Ambassador Program

Every year, more than 300 proud Australia Day
Ambassadors visit towns and cities to inspire
and unite communities.

Ambassadors were supported with key
communications material to ensure the program
was delivered consistently around the country.
Event checklists were made available both to
Ambassadors and the councils participating

in the Ambassador Program.

Australia Day 2023 Photography
Competition

Following a successful pilot project in 2022, the
Australia Day Photography Competition was
again held in 2023 to tell the Story of Australia
through images taken in local communities,
showing how they Reflect, Respect and Celebrate
—their way.

The competition was open to the public, councils
and community groups. The winning entry came
from Western Australia’s Karlup Wheels In Motion
Indigenous Corporation.
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